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Granton & District Community Council 
Monday, 27 October 2025, 18:30 

RWCC and on MsTeams 
 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello, George Gordon, Jill Talēyarkhan, Susan Allan, Ida Maspero, Cllr 
Stuart Dobbin, Rod Shearer, PC Sarah Hall 
 
Online: Lorna Forsyth, Carolyn Sampson, Denise Auld-Manson, Dori Zuraw 
 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. He made a short tribute to Billy Fitzpatrick, by sharing 
some stories, who had passed away recently. Billy was a current GDCC Community Councillor 
and a former city Councillor. 
 
2. Apologies 
These were received from Cllr Sanne Dijkstra-Downie, David Jamieson, Ben McPherson MSP, 
Tracy Gilbert MP, Cllr Cammy Day 
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
The Minutes were proposed by Ida and seconded by Jill. 
 
4. Police Report 
PC Hall presented the statistics for September. 
 
There were five vandalisms; one vehicle theft, one theft from an unlocked car; one knife 
confiscated. 
 
There were 6 road traffic offences including a DUI and one fine for use of a mobile phone while 
driving. 
 
Granton Primary – parents are parking and dropping off children in the restricted streets. The 
planters don’t seem to deter people. The police are talking to the people doing this. 
 
The police are now wearing bodycams which are activated when speaking to people. It is a 
safety measure for the police officers and a quicker source of evidence for the courts. 
 
Firework Dispersal Zones in Muirhouse and Pilton for Bonfire Night – no groups are permitted. 
Two or more people together will be dispersed. If anyone is aware of illegal firework sales they 
can report them using 101. 
 
Police community sessions: Monday, 10 November 2025, 14:00-15:00, Granton Library and 
Saturday, 15 November 2025, 10:30-11:30, Morrisons Ferry Road. 
 
Comments 
Carolyn raised some traffic issues around Wardie Primary: stolen vehicle incident; people 
driving down the cul de sac; double parking; stopping at the lights to let children out and parking 
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on the zig zags; speeding in general along Granton Road. A solution is needed to protect the 
children. 
  PC Hall said that there are safety measures in place such as the crossing attendant but 
parents also need to take some responsibility for their actions. If they are caught, they say ‘I 
don’t usually do this’ or ‘I am running late this morning’. PC Hall said that she is happy to come 
and talk to the Wardie Parents’ Council if they invite her to a meeting. In the meantime PC Hall 
will try to get down to the school and speak again to parents. 
Cllr Dobbin asked if there is a police view on the flags and the removal of them. 

PC Hall advised that she wasn’t aware that the council had changed their policy on 
removing them (i.e. not removing them now for fear of reprisal). 

Carolyn said that it is a difficult issue and asked if there was scope for creating exclusion 
zones around schools or community centres etc. It was suggested that was too difficult to 
implement. 

Cllr Dobbin advised that the council is looking for contractors to undertake the flag removal. 
George commented that it would have been helpful if the council had communicated the 

change of policy re flag removal as the original information had been passed to other CCs. 
  Suzanne asked about the new R2 Community Safety Working Group that Police Scotland is 
initiating. It seems to be about making the north Edinburgh community and organisations more 
aware of serious and organised crime. PC Hall said it sounded like it was an expansion or 
awareness-raising of the existing 2024 Pilton Project. 

  
5. Elected Members’ Reports 
a. Cllr Dobbin reiterated that the travellers’ encampment should be moved by January. At the 
next stakeholders’ meeting on 8 December they hope to get a definitive plan for the site. 
b. Madelvic Car Factory -- Lar Housing Trust will be converting the factory into 28 mid-market 
townhouses but cannot begin construction until the travellers are moved on. 
 
Comments 
Ida asked if Cllr Dobbin had any update about the stair-cleaning issues. He responded that he 

didn’t but has had many and he has also seen the number of complaints in general. 
 George said that he was still waiting for a response to his letter about the pothole in 

Royston Mains Crescent that has caused serious injury to a woman. He asked Cllr Dobbin if he 
could investigate and respond. 

George also raised the issue of fly-tipping on RMC. It is supposed to be removed every two 
days but it is not being done and if large items like mattresses are dumped they can block the 
pavement for wheelchair users and people with walkers. George had been told that the remote 
CCTV camera would be moved to the Royston Mains area but this has not been done despite 
assurances at the walkabout. 

Susan said that the pothole in the middle of the pedestrian crossing by GIC was so sever 
she had lost a wheel from her trolley and it really needed to be filled in. 

On that note, Fred asked why Edinburgh is not using the recycled plastic resurfacing 
method that North Lanark does to fill potholes and resurface roads (over the tarmac). Ida 
added that this technology has really moved on and it has been tested across the world. 
Carolyn said it was being used in several places in England successfully as it saves on the 
production of oil-based bitumen. 

  Jill said that the message that seems to be in the community is that immigrants and asylum 
seekers get preference for flats. Why does the council not correct this impression? 
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Cllr Dobbin said, from memory, that 73% of available flats goes to Scottish families and 12.3% 
to overseas residents. Further, CEC is obligated under law to provide accommodation to 
anyone who needs it. 
  Jill raised a second communication misconception – people don’t understand who is legally 
in the country and why. E.g. staff from Africa working in care homes are only here on three-year 
visas. How can information be disseminated to educate the public? 
 
6. Secretary’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
George associated himself with Fred’s remarks about Billy and advised that he had sent out the 
undernoted email prior to the meeting: 
 
I have forwarded copies of the communications received to date, including the one from 
Granton Parish Church in relation to Remembrance Sunday and the service to be held on 
November 9th. So far, I have heard back from David who will attend on behalf of the Community 
Council. We also agreed to make a contribution rather than purchasing a wreath of £100 and 
having had written dialogue with the Church, Lorna will draw cash and will obtain a receipt from 
the Church to keep the books right.  
 
I advised that we had various contacts including from the Governance Team, I have now 
supplied copies of all our minutes and agendas and Lorna has had notification that we will 
receive our annual grant of £952.10 by 17th November after we agree last month’s minutes.  
 
I have also distributed letters from Tracy Gilbert MP and Ben Macpherson MSP. Tracy advises 
that she appreciates all the work we are doing, but unfortunately Monday she is generally 
engaged in parliamentary business in London so is unable to attend but is supportive of the 
community council and if we have any issues, she is happy to be contacted. The note from Ben 
is in relation to the travellers’ site as previously stated. He has supplied a copy of the letter from 
Angus Robertson MSP which advises that the site is being cleared of fly tipping and will be 
monitored and stated by the end of January 2026 the site will be fully secured with fencing and 
enhanced security and that should any travellers remain, the sheriff’s order will be enacted. Ida 
will advise of her action in relation to this tonight. Ben also notes that the next meeting of the 
Stakeholder Group will be held on Monday 8th December which Fred or I will attend on behalf of 
the community council. 
 
In relation to the Northwest Locality, I have not yet heard back about the report going to the 
Edinburgh Partnership but will keep you all informed. 
 
The Neighbourhood Network, the first panel meeting for the grants will be on Monday 3rd 
November at 6pm. There are eleven applications in total, and a number of which I believe will 
not be accepted as there is no real local focus within delivering the service or events and two 
which are basically for funding applications which is not the purpose of the funds, but I will keep 
you informed once they have been heard. 
 
In relation to planning, there have been no recent applications of concern, however, we have 
received notification that there will be a hearing on the 5th of November for the application in 
Granton Harbour by Edinburgh Marine to build 81 flats. If you recall, the community council 
received a briefing from the applicant, Gary of PIP Asset Management who came to our 
meeting. We agreed to lodge an objection as there were a number of issues that were not clear 
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for various reasons such as parking, a report from SEPA, public accessibility, surface drainage, 
the type of rendering that would be used, and also the route into the site as all too often they 
come in from various directions on roads that are unsuitable for development vehicles. This was 
a real concern to the community council. David or I are unable to attend the hearing, but David 
will send in a written deputation on behalf of the community council. 
 
Finally, I have sent out a number of consultations previously and hope you have taken the 
opportunity to respond and as a bit of an update, Lloyd, Suzanne, and I met at the community 
centre recently to test some equipment that would enhance the online offering. Unfortunately, 
this equipment was not suitable, but we are continuing to look at options and Lloyd is obtaining 
another form of camera and microphone to test. I will keep you informed of progress. 

 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer had not received the bank statement so she will update the CC at the next 
meeting. 
 
8. Engagement and Inclusion Officer’s Report 
a. A brief update about the traveller situation has been added to our website and on social 
media. 
b. The poster has been sent out via email and Ida brought some for dissemination. 
c. Lloyd and Ida will meet to refine the homepage and make a few other tweaks. 
d. Ida forwarded the details for the CEET training that is available for community council 
members. It follows on from the Community Engagement Toolkit that was provided. 
 
9. Neighbourhood Network/NW Locality 
North-West Locality 
George advised that the Edinburgh Partnership had still not announced if they are keeping or 
replacing locality meetings. There have been no meetings for a year. 
 
Neighbourhood Network 
There was a discussion about the Community Grant Fund and what is happening to the process 
now. Also, there is a danger that the rotating chair may cause conflicts of interest. This has 
happened in the past. 
 
10. Consultation, Planning and Licensing 
There is nothing to report on the planning front there have been no applications of interest since 
we last met. The Planners have been in touch to advise that there will be a hearing on 5 
November for the application in Granton Harbour by Edinburgh Marina to build 81 flats. The CC 
objected to this application when it was submitted a year ago. If anyone wants to attend the 
hearing or has any views on this application please let me know and we can discuss next week. 
Whether we attend the hearing or not will depend on which way the Planners are 
recommending the application and we should have more information during the week. 
MEETING UPDATE: David is sending a written deputation to the Committee. He will try to 
circulate it to members asap. 
 
11. AOCB 
a. Denise is a resident at Heron View. Cllr Dijksta-Downie had sent her a map of the adopted 
streets for that part of the waterfront. Ther are a number of poo bins that are overflowing and 
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haven’t been emptied for some time. Now Granton Holdings Ltd is in liquidation and the 
administrators have stated that there is nothing that they can do until they can appoint a factor. 
Denise asked if anyone could explain why the streets haven’t been adopted. 

George responded that CEC only adopt major routes and Granton Holdings could have 
requested that the council review the area but they never did. Denise added that Oxcraig 
Street is not adopted but it is a bus route and there are issues with disabled access there due 
to the state of the pavements and drop kerbs in odd places. Cllr Dobbin added that as Sanne 
had already engaged with them to keep speaking to her. 

George asked if the residents had contacted environmental health. They have and were 
told that as it wasn’t public land they could not remove it. George suggested that this was 
simply not correct and that they should try again. Cllr Dobbin added that as CEC has no poo 
bin service it is an issue. 

Dori is also a resident there and said that she had been walking around the area during the 
holidays and the bags are blowing about in the wind so it is quite unpleasant. She added that 
she would be in favour of a Residents’ Association as they do not feel that they are being 
listened too – George will write to her with advice on how to do this. 

George urged the residents to come and join GDCC or form their own residents’ association 
and be co-opted onto GDCC so that they could make their views known. 

Carolyn suggested that this will become an issue for the area as the housing is built. 
Ida suggested that it would be helpful if CEC found a more effective way to engage with 

Granton Holdings Ltd in its different iterations. Cllr Dobbin responded that this had been tried 
before but with little success. 

Ida asked if we can co-opt some new members. George responded that we have five 
places available for individuals or groups. 

b. Suzanne said that the number 16 service no longer stops in Granton Square when it is 
coming from town It is a long way from the last stop on Lower Granton Road (around 148) to 
the stop outside Empty Kitchens. Can LRT look at this? 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday, 24 November 2025, 18:30, RWCC and MsTeams. 


