Notes from GDCC meeting, Monday, 30 June 2025 (meeting was not quorate)

Present: Fred Marinello, Jill Taleyarkhan, David Jamieson, Rod Shearer, David Delargy
(CEC), Sian Lovell, Lynn Stocks (Atkins Réalis), Clir Stuart Dobbin, Suzanne Ebel (Notes)

Apologies: George Gordon, Carolyn Samson, Ida Maspero, Clir Sanne Dijkstra- Downie,
Lorna Forsyth

Presentation

The Atkins Réalis team and David Delargy gave an update of where the Boswall Crescent
park project is at. Two documents have been produced so far — the consultation feedback
report and the RIBA 2 (Concept design) report. They presented their new ideas and hope
to present the plans at the next Neighbourhood Network meeting in September.

Points raised

1. Sensory swing — has been discussed but it could potentially be unpopular with
residents so it has been discounted. However, a swing could be added at a later date.

2. ‘Friends of’ group — there are seven people who put their names forward. They will be
contacted by AR to begin the process to form this.

3. The whole park along with the bins will be maintained for two years and then handed
over to Parks.

4. There is a new CLIP (Community-led Improvement Programme) with a budget of
£200k.

Clir Dobbin
Clir Dobbin had been on the walkabout with Gareth Barwell and Justine (CEC community
development).

Points raised

1. Granton Square — they looked at the issues with the communal bins.

2. Granton View — there was a discussion about seating options and how view could be
better.

3. Wardieburn Streets — they looked at the bins that are left on the street. Rubbish is not
sorted so it is simply not collected. Also, the bin operatives are failing to report this so
suitable removal isn’t being done either.

4. They looked at the overgrown gardens and spaces between the flats. Gareth Barwell
will consider how to address this. The council is not enforcing tenants obligation to look
after these spaces.

5. Weeds in road — Community Payback teams might be used initially but this is not a
permanent solution. The clearance programme and mechanical sweeping has not been
efficient enough.

6. David asked Stuart to address three points with Gareth Barwell:

1) problem of overgrowing sycamores all along the listed sea wall to the north of
Lower Granton Road.

2) the failure to introduce an action plan for Wardie Bay Beach which was approved
at the TEC on 22 April 2021 and has been on the rolling action log ever since with
no progress.

3) the general failure to come up with a plan for the waterfront (i.e. the section
between Granton Square and Newhaven Harbour) and the confusion presented by
three differing Council reports, ie. it is to become a tram corridor, orbital bus corridor
or active travel corridor?



7. Fred remarked that the housing stock renovations appeared to be of a good
standard. Stuart agreed but added that the housing stock is huge and what will happen
when the money runs out.

Planning

1. David noted that the CC has received a letter from the agent for PIP, the developer who
owns Granton Harbour, telling us that they have addressed the points made in our
objection comment letter to their planning application ref 24/03097/FUL. It was agreed
that we would write to planning confirming that our comments stand and we don't think
the points in our objection stand.

2. There is a planning application ref 25/02838/FUL for Land 10 Metres East of 52 West
Pilton Street and the applicant was seeking consent for extra car parking. it was
decided not to comment on this.

Transport

1. There were six projects in this ward approved at the last Transport Environment
Committee to proceed to the next design stage with a total value of up to £60m, mostly
for active travel measures but also public realm improvements. It was agreed that
Gareth Barwell (or another officer) be requested to attend the CC to present these
projects so that the CC could be consulted as early as possible.

2. There was a discussion about the trams and the Roseburn Corridor works.



