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Granton & District Community Council 
Monday, 24 June 2024, 18:30  

RWCC and on MsTeams 
 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello, George Gordon, Donald McDonald, Jill Talēyarkhan, Carolyn 
Samson, Cllr Stuart Dobbin, Maureen Nelson, Rod Shearer, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
Online: Lorna Forsyth 
 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
These were received from: Bill Rodger, Tim Parker, Cllr Dijkstra-Downie, Cllr Day, David 
Jamieson, Deidre Brock, Ben McPherson, PC Sarah Hall, PC Tony Lawrence 
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
David Jamieson emailed to say that I had accidentally recorded him as ‘David Ewing’ in the 
Minutes. This has been corrected. 
 
The Minutes were moved by Mareen and Donald and seconded by Jill. 
 
4. Police Report 
Our CBOs were on day shift so unable to attend. PC Lawrence sent this report. 
 
May Crimes of note: 
 
A 33-year-old was charged with a serious assault by punching another 27 yr old male outside 
Javit’s on 11/5/24. 
  
Housebreaking 
A house in Boswall Drive had its door damaged on 25/5, luckily no entry was gained. 
  
Vehicle Crime 
A car in Boswall Green had its front bumper stolen. 
A motorbike was stolen from Boswall Loan 9/5. 
A motorbike was stolen from Hesperus Crossway overnight 2/5. 
A motorbike was stolen on 13/5 from East Pilton Farm Crescent. 

  
We have included a “notable” recovery which occurred in June’s crimes as we weren’t sure if 
you were having a meeting in June. As below. 

  
On 18/6 I was on foot patrol on the cycle path near The Strada when a motorbike drove towards 
me with 3 youths on it wearing balaclavas. The bike tried to turn round and make off and 
skidded on the grass. The 3 males fell off the bike and made off from me. One of the Sgts 
quickly traced one of the suspects nearby and caught him. I re-united the stolen motorbike with 
a happy owner. Two males have subsequently been charged for being on a stolen motorbike. 
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Drop Ins 
Our next drop ins are at: 
 
Granton Library, Monday 8th July, 2 pm to 3 pm 
Morrisons, Ferry Road – Saturday 20th July, 10:30 to 12:30 

  
5. Elected Members’ Reports 
a) Cllr Dobbin advised that casework continues. Dampness is still a major issue. He attended 

the meeting in RWCC where the Parents’ Group launched their photography exhibition and 

publication highlighting the issues with dampness in the area. He is trying to help them 

connect with the people who can progress this. Cllr Dobbin could see that the Dampness 

Team and housing officers who attended were visibly shocked at evidence of their living 

conditions. 

b) Regarding the Community Council Boundary report, Cllr Dobbin asked for anything that 

needed to be highlighted to be sent to him before the Wednesday meeting. George 

reiterated that the fixed terms are discriminatory to small community councils, which is why 

two neighbouring community councils are currently inactive due to lack of volunteers. 

c) The travellers have returned to Gypsy Brae. There have been many anecdotal reports of 

anti-social and intimidating behaviour towards the public in the area. 

Carolyn asked if the council was aware that the Romany gypsy Light and Life Festival was 
rumoured to heading to Cramond ‘imminently’? The Gypsy Protection Officer had been 
advised as potentially hundreds of people could arrive. 
Maureen asked if the dogs have been checked for chips? Some of them look like they have 
infections and are running wild. There are ponies tethered to the caravans. 
Carolyn asked why do the police not increase patrols at the times of year when the travellers 
are likely to appear? 
George indicated that he can write to the Chief Constable but this is outside our area. 

d) Jill reported that there is a mess outside 75-77 Crewe Road North again. The bins are 
overflowing and some do not have lids so the foxes are going into the bins. 

e) Jill asked what is happening with the refuse collections. The recycling hasn’t been collected 
for three weeks. Carolyn said it appeared that the collectors were almost choosing which 
streets to empty and which ones to leave. Cllr Dobbin responded that there had been some 
wildcat strikes which were very disruptive and not supported by the union. All parties 
involved in delivering the service were trying to manage it as best as they can. 

f) George asked Cllr Dobbin to check on arrangements for the road resurfacing outside 
Elizabeth Maginnis Court. The road is scheduled to be closed for four days so residents will 
be unable to park their cars or be picked up from the building. It needs to be done but 
accessibility is important for residents to get out and about. 

 
6. Secretary’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
There were no issues arising from the Secretary’s report. 
 
I have been in dialogue with Richard Thrall, Governance and Democracy Officer after a request 
to remove personal email addresses. I have arranged with Lloyd and we now have four active 
email addresses, for the Chair (Chair@grantoncc.scot), Secretary (Secretary@grantoncc.scot), 
Treasurer (Treasurer@grantoncc.scot), and Minutes Secretary (Minutes@grantoncc.scot). I will 
arrange with Fred, Lorna, and Suzanne a training session on how to access the website for 



 
 

3 
 

further communication. These email addresses will be highlighted on the council’s website and 
our own for future correspondence and have set it up as a temporary measure that all the 
information is sent to my own Outlook account until training has been completed. We are limited 
to four at the moment, but theoretically we could all have them at very little extra cost which will 
need discussion down the line. 
 
I have passed on throughout the month various consultations that members can engage with, 
and Councillor Dobbin has kindly advised that there is a special council meeting on Thursday at 
10am proposing recommendations prior to a four-week consultation process starting on July 
10th. It is on the subject of the review of scheme and community council and their boundaries, 
once the consultation has begun, I will send an appropriate link for members to give feedback 
along with my own opinion as there is a lot contained within it which could be problematic, not 
with the boundaries but with the proposed scheme. Review of Scheme for Community Councils 
and their Boundaries report is now available and you can access it via this link. 
 
Finally, there has been two further public enquires into the gypsy encampment at Gypsy Brae 
and the Scottish Government and National Museum site. I have responded advising we are 
aware and have taken all possible actions to highlight the issue but also highlighting the 
process that council and Scottish Government have to go through to obtain eviction orders from 
the courts and that the police do not have a role to play here other than monitoring and dealing 
with crime that occurs. 
 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Current balance is £3476.84 but there are two room hire lets still to pay. The balance reflects 
receipt of our annual grant. 
 
8. Neighbourhood Network/NW Locality 
I chaired the last meeting of the Forth Funding Panel as Fred was dealing with a family issue. 
There were six applications from Edinburgh Spiders, who received a partial award, Pilton Youth 
and Child Project, partial award, North Edinburgh Arts, partial award but with conditions but they 
can demonstrate how the equipment will be used without an appropriate trainer as staff costs 
were not awarded, Home Start Edinburgh, no award as it was felt this was core, and it was 
being held in an inappropriate location, Stepping Stones, partial award, and Volunteer Matters, 
full award. The original total request was for £20,521 and with the partial awards, it was £8799 
awarded with a balance of £16313 for future projects. Once the minute has been agreed I will 
forward it on behalf of Fred. 
 
North-West Locality 
We are currently setting up a joint Neighbourhood Network and Community Council meeting to 
discuss the future of community planning and the work of locations. There are also two 
consultations that are relevant to this, it is in early stages of planning. I will supply a copy of the 
minute once available. 
 
9. Consultation, Planning and Licensing 
I have responded to Kenneth Bowes in relation to the consultation process for the application 
24/02610/FUL after discussion with yourselves. I have stated that we are generally in support 
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but have highlighted areas of concern that were raised at the meetings. I have attached a copy 
of the response for your information. 
 
I have also responded back to the presentation on the use of the gas tower highlighting our 
discussion. 
 
I have also submitted an objection and further note to the head of services in relation to 1 West 
Granton Road. I have made a formal complaint but have received no response as of yet but 
copied in our four local councillors into the correspondence. 
Finally, I am aware that there has been dialogue in relation to the bin situation on Crewe Road 
North, Jill could possibly update us on progress made. 

  
10. AOCB 
a) Boswall Crescent Park online meeting – this was generally positive. Given the length of 
time since the gates were removed, there will be another consultation probably in September. 
The Wardie Residents’ Club has been suggested as a venue. 
b) It is hoped that the Book Swap cabinet will be installed before the summer holidays begin. 
c) Donald reported that the grass in the plot at the foot of Pilton Avenue has been cut. 
d) DJ Alexander have advised tenants that they need to undertake remedial work to the 
electrics in the houses/flats concerned and smart meters will be installed. (Plates need to be put 
into the switch units.) 
e) Carolyn added some detail in connection with the Prospect Bank Holiday Club. There is no 
guarantee that parents/carers will get four weeks provision for their child next year. It is not 
clear how many children might be eligible to attend as there is no coordination with the CAMS 
waiting lists for example. It is also not well publicised so many people do not know about this 
provision. There is also not accurate distribution of the application forms, which were sent to 
schools this year and not families. Wardie Primary did not receive any application forms. 
 
11. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday, 26 August 2024, 18:30 at RWCC and online MsTeams 


